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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )I3 Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 02 October 2006 , 
2b)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Exparfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 5-9, and 1 3-1 8 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. With respect to claims 1 -4, and 10-12, the applicants argument that Morimoto et 
al. is failed to disclose a functional sheet having a reinforcing material comprising a 
reinforcing sheet, wherein the reinforcing sheet comprises a woven or non-woven fabric 
cloth, having a basis weight of from 1 0 to 400 g/cm^, the fiber diameter of a fiber 
constituting the reinforcing sheet is from 10 to 150 pm. The examiner finds this 
argument persuasive. Therefore, the examiner made decision to allow this limitation 
over the prior art of record . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United. 
States. 

4. Claims 5-9, and 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Morimoto et al. (US 4,862,328). 

Regarding claims 5, 9 and. 16-18, Morimoto et al. disclose an electrode for 
electric double layer capacitor (figure 1) comprising a sheet-like electrode material 
comprising a carbon fine powder and a fluorine containing polymer resin (column 9, 
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lines 5-23) and, laminated thereon (figure 1), a reinforcing sheet (1). which are bonded 
(figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 6, Morimoto et al. disclose the reinforcing sheet comprises any 
one of a cloth, a mesh, a non-woven fabric cloth and an expand sheet, and has a 
thickness of from 0.01 to 1 .0 mm (column 10, lines 15-17, which is within the claimed 
range). 

Regarding claims 7 & 13, Morimoto et al. disclose the carbon fine powder 
comprises activate carbon and/or conductive carbon, and the pluoropolymer resin is 
polytetrafluoroethylene (column 10, lines 5-7). 

Regarding claims 8, 14 and 15, Morimoto et al. disclose the fluorine resin is 
contained in an amount of not more than 15 % by weight in the electrode material 
(column 9, lines 16-21). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-4, and 10-12 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
With respect to claims 1-4, and 10-12, the prior art alone or in combination does 
not teach the limitation of a functional sheet having a reinforcing material comprising a 
reinforcing sheet, wherein the reinforcing sheet comprises a woven or non-woven fabric 
cloth, having a basis weight of from 10 to 400 g/cm^, the fiber diameter of a fiber 
constituting the reinforcing sheet is from 10 to 150 |jm. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nguyen T. Ha whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1974. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30AM to 
6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 31 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infornration Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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